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The HALLE FÜR KUNST Steiermark in cooperation with brut wien is pleased to offer Graz-based 
artists Marta Navaridas, Alex Deutinger and Manuel Riegler a stage in the Stadtpark adjacent to the 
institution for a performance with radiance. In MOTORA – This Day Is Not Promised, Marta 
Navaridas interacts with a Volvo V60 and seeks a real encounter between two bodies — one organic 
and one non-organic. Overshadowed by the awareness of her own fragility, she explores her affects 
towards the machine and performs a poetic ritual of fatalism that meanders between erotic seduction, 
wishful thinking, pragmatic realism and tender anthropomorphization. 
 
In a sense not only our cars, but all the machines that we build are mirrors of our own desires and of 
the ways in which we think about ourselves and our relationship to the world. While we seem to be 
making progress, the cars we make are becoming safer, more artificially intelligent, more 
autonomous, and increasingly networked, and above all they are becoming exponentially more 
numerous, just as is humankind itself. In a way, automobiles are the ultimate stereotype for the 
promise of capitalism. This is a promise of a dream come true, with a potential nightmare following 
on its heels.  

The piece, which lasts about an hour and is accompanied by light and sound elements, takes a 
look at the relationship between subject and object – man and car. The composition of the sound 
comes from contemporary sound synthesis specialist Manuel Riegler, while Marta Navaridas and 
Alex Deutinger are responsible for the choreography. The protagonist is Navaridas herself, who 
plays the human counterpart to the Volvo, which is also a moving stage set. 
 Inspired by J. G. Ballard’s Crash, MOTORA draws on stereotypical desires, death wishes, and 
tropes such as drive-in cinema, car sex, car parties, carwash, and car-share karaōke, mixing these with 
intimate reflection by the artist, who crash-tests her relationship with her car. 
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Marta Navaridas (*San Sebastián, lives in Graz), Alex Deutinger (*Salzburg, lives in Graz) 
Stage plays and performances: Neue Galerie am Universalmuseum Joanneum, steirischer herbst, 
Graz (2022), Schauspielhaus, Graz (2022), Impulstanz Festival, Vienna (2022), Perpetuum 
Mobile Gallery, Belgrad (2022), La Casa Encendida, Madrid (2022), PLANTA, Buenos Aires 
(2021), mumok – Museum moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna (2021), Galerie Thaddaeus 
Ropac, Salzburg (2020), Societaetstheater, Dresden (2019), Europäisches Forum Alpbach (2019), 
Ganz Novi Festival, Zagreb (2018), Tanzfabrik Berlin (2018), SIDance Festival, Seoul (2017), 
Teatro Remondini, Bassano del Grappa (2017), Dansstationen, Malmö (2017), Atelier Sí, Bologna 
(2016), DanceBase, Edinburgh (2016), Thèatre Pole Sud, Strasbourg (2015), FIT Festival, 
Lugano (2015), Dansescenen, Kopenhagen (2014), Julidans Festival, Amsterdam (2014), The 
Place, London (2013), Dampfzentrale, Bern (2013), Tanzwerkstatt Europa, Munich (2013) 
 
Manuel Riegler (*St Pölten, lives in Vienna) 
Stage plays and performances: brut, Vienna (2021), Ankersaal, Vienna (2021), TQW, Vienna 
(2021), AIR, Vienna (2021), Theater NUU, Vienna (2021, 2019, 2017), Château Rouge, Vienna 
(2020), Ars Electronica, Linz (2020), Österreichisches Kulturforum, Brussels (2019),Wiener 
Festwochen (2019), WUK Performing Arts, Vienna (2019) 


